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Live Your Orthodox Faith
June/July

Christ is Risen!

The Meaning of Holy Pentecost
“And where they had gathered together (the Disciples), He gave them this order: Do not leave Jerusalem but
wait for the gift my Father has promised that I told you about. John baptized with water but in a few days you will
be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” (Acts 1:4-5)
And fifty days after Jesus had Resurrected from the dead and had ascended into the Havens the twelve Disciples,
along with about one hundred and twelve Believers awaited in prayer in the upper room to receive the Holy Spirit.
(Acts 1:15)
“And suddenly there came a sound from Heaven, as of a mighty rising wind and filled the Whole house where
they were sitting. Then, there appeared to them divided tongues as of fire, and one sat up on each of them. And
they were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.”
(Acts 2:2-4) And with he divine gift the twelve now became Holy Apostles.
And each was given an additional language in order to preach the good news of salvation to a particular nation
in that nation’s language. Therefore, the Apostles taught the same one Christianity and the same one Church wherever they went.
This monumental event marks the birthday of the Orthodox Church. The Pentecost Vespers will be prayed on
May 8th following the Divine Liturgy.
In the Risen Christ’s Name,
Father George, Proistamenos

Choir News
Friendly reminders to the Choir members:
Please be in Church by 9:45 every Sunday
A. To receive your music in an orderly
fashion
B. To get your robe if necessary.
Please let me know if you are not going to
Church that Sunday. I need to make decisions regarding who will sing antiphons, or
who will read the Epistle, or who will do a
solo.
Although our Choir is a little more informal than most choirs, there is still important Protocol. We want the whole congregation to join in with us, but we need to
know what we are doing so they can follow.
It is only respectful that we abide by the
above.
Thank you,
Presvytera Anne

Orthodox Etiquette: Standing vs. Sitting
The traditional posture for prayer and worship in the Orthodox Church has been to stand. In the Orthodox
“old countries,” there are usually no pews i the churches. Chairs or benches on the side walls are usually reserved
for the elderly and infirm. In North America, we have tended to build our churches with pews, and since we have
them, we need to figure out when we may sit and when we should stand. First of all, it is fully acceptable, (even
preferable) to stand for the entire service. If you prefer this, it would be better to find a place closer to the back or
side of the church so as not to stand out or block someone’s view. When should you definitely stand? Always during the Gospel reading, the little and Great Entrances, the Anaphora, the distribution of Holy Communion,
whenever the priest gives a blessing,and the Dismissal. In many parishes, the Divine Liturgy books in the pew have
suggested times when sitting is acceptable. Follow those instructions (it’s probably safer than to follow what the
people are doing in the first couple of rows). When in doubt, stand. It’s never wrong to stand in church.

Ecclesiastical Calendar
June 1

Sunday Divine Liturgy, 10:00 am
Recognition of Sunday School students,
High School and College graduates
General Assembly during the Coffee Hour

June 7

Saturday of the Souls Divine Liturgy, 9:15 am

June 8

Sunday Divine Liturgy commemorating the
Holy Pentecost. Vespers of the Pentecost to
follow. 10:00 am

June 9

Sunday Divine Liturgy. Saints Peter and Paul
Namesday, 10:00 am

June 30

Divine Liturgy. Feastday of the Twelve Holy
Apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9:15 am

July 4

American Independence Day

July 13

Sunday Divine Liturgy, 10:00 am

July 20

Sunday Divine Liturgy, 10:00 am
Followed by a graduating luncheon for all
parishioners in honor of Kassandra and
David Kum hosted by Mr. & Mrs. Kum.

July 25

Friday Evening Divine Liturgy for Saint
Paraskeve, patron Saint of the eyes.
Her blessed Holy Water will be available
for anyone desiring it, 5:00 pm

July 27

Sunday Divine Liturgy. Feastday of Saint
Panteleimon the healer, 10:00 am

Monday Divine Liturgy Honoring the Holy
Spirit, 9:00 am

June 13&14 The Church Yassou Festival under the tent.
June 15

Sunday Divine Liturgy for All Saints whose
namesday is unknown, 10:00 am

June 16

Fasting period for the Holy Apostles begins
today through June 30th.

June 22

June 29

Sunday Divine Liturgy, 10:00 am

Supreme Court Decision
A few months ago our Church Orthodox Bible Studies class spearheaded a letter to the Supreme Court condemning
their decision to legalize homosexual marriages. It was pointed out to the highest body of lawmakers that they should
refrain from listening to the wishes of “antichrists” as Saint John the Evangelist points out to us in his Epistle. (1
John2:18). Many passages in the Holy Bible indicate that marriage is a Holy Sacrament between a man and a woman.
Seventeen parishioners signed this letter and more expressed the desire to sign if there had been time. Although
homosexual marriage has not yet been disallowed, something else good came from our letter and I am sure letters from
many Church goers, throughout the States. By NOT listening to the antichrists regarding prayer in the schools, the following exciting thing has occurred:
On Monday, May fifth, the Supreme Court of the United States ruled that prayer is constitutionally allowed in the
public sector. In Schools, at meetings, ect. This is a major coup. This shows that when we speak up for the good, as a collective group, our voices are heard. When we defend God’s teachings we are heard.
Those who signed the letter, can feel confidence that they did the right thing and good came of it.
Thank you and God Bless You all!!!
-Father George

2014 Stewardship List
as of 5/11/14 • Total Pledged: $55,592 • 90 Stewards
Alexander, Dan G., MD.
Anderson, Greg & Christina
Anderson, Tim & Rachel & family
Bechakas, John & Toula
Bechakas, Michael & Heather
Bechakas, Terry & Soultana
Beers, Mary
Bertrand, John & Victoria
Bruner, Kenneth & Helen
Cheronis, George
Cheronis, James, Christine &
Allie, Christian
Christ, James W. Sr. & Children
Christ, Terry & Joanne
Constantine, Athena
Constantine, Terry
Coustenis, Theodore D. & Virginia
Crandall, Chad, Brittany & James
Cretekos, Kathryn
Cummings, Bryan
Cummings, Virginia
Decker, Jim and Kathy
Deppas, Deborah & Chelsa,
Joshua, Anthony
Deppas, John
Deppas, Lou, Melissa & family
Dimas, George & Dorothy
Dimas, Louis & Thomaidha
Dimitri, Adam & Szymanowicz, Kelly
Dimitri, Athena B.
Dimitri, John & Julie
Dimitri, L. Michael & Jo Ann

Elia, Mark & Vanessa
Fanaritas, Magdaline
Feell, Theodora
Frederick, Elizabeth S.
Gedz, Basil G.
Giopulus, John & Shirley
Giopulus, Peter
Harter, Jude & Ashley
Hastas, Mary
Hennas, Mr. & Mrs. Andrew J.
Hill, Louise H.
Hunter, Ashley
Jamesson, Kaliope
Johnson, Mark J & Sara Jane
Juvelis, Nicholas G. & Martha
Kianos, Robert & Michelle,
Frank, Ricky, Paige
Kianos, Violet
Kioumourtzis, Dimitrios
Kum, David & Wendy
(Kassie, David, Triston)
Louis, L. Terry
Lundmark, Jason
Marano, Anthony S. & Nancy C.
Matjoulis, John Sr.
Michos, Alexandra
Michos, Crist & Robin
Michos, Elizabeth
Mignoli, Connie
Morrison, Heath & Kathleen
Newburg, Elizabeth & Jerry
Noni, Ordella M.

Panteli, Pantelis & Linda
Pappas, Elizabeth “Betty”
Petro, Harriet G.
Piaschyk, Damian & Sabrina
Psychos, Constance
Rafael, Presvytera Claire
Raptis, Jim & Demetra
Rigas, Michael
Rigas, Tim
Riolo, Mary M.
Ross, Anna P. (Dean & Peter)
Ross, Ethel
Saines, George
Saines, James
Searls, Robert “Ted” & Loretta C.
Silo, John & Barbara
Singleton, Todd, Alexis & Family
Spanos, George & Mary Ann,
Pano, Thoma, Teo
Spirdon, Dean P. & Linda K.
Stanton, Dean & Maria, (Ashley)
Theofilactidis, George & Kathy
Theofilactidis, Lazaros & Courtney
Tsitso, Evdoxia (Evelyn)
Tsitso, Nicholas
Tsitso, Spiro L.
Turner, Angie & William
VanGinhoven, Mary Jane
Verleni, Nicholas & Helen
Voulgaris, Tony & Helen
Zorich, Ron & Voula, (Jimmy)

Memorials for June & July 2014
In memory of R. Ted Searls
Dawn Henderson
Allyn, Gina, Daniel,
Taylor, and Harrison Leake
Loretta Searls
Violet Kianos
Ordella Noni
Connie Mignoli
James B. Cummings
* Elizabeth and Mark Frederick

In memory of Dr. Thomas Verleni
Violet Kianos
Connie Mignoli
Elizabeth and Mark Frederick

In memory of William “Bill” Panos
Betty Pappas

In memory of Aphrodite Silo
* Elizabeth and Mark Frederick
* Ethel Enserro

In Memory of Michael Christatos
* Elizabeth and Mark Frederick
* Ethel Enserro
* Donation to the Johnson Scholarship fund

Council Corner
Dear Fellow Parishioners,
The Parish Council is working on the needs of our church, especially with completing the renovations
that couldn’t be accomplished by the end of last year. Plans are underway to landscape the church grounds.
We are investigating a new security system for the church. We’re also looking at replacing the aging boiler system and renovating the interior of the church. The boiler system and other topics will be brought
up at the June 1st Special Assembly and we hope to complete any approved projects by the end of the year.
With love in Christ,
Jim Cheronis
Council President

™

______________________________________

Erene Society

______________________________________

Newsletter Sponsors

Submitted by Athena Constantine, President
Thank you so much from all the Erene members, to all who
donated to our successful Rummage and Bake Sale, which was held
on May 2nd and 3rd.
Our May meeting was held on May 7th in the Fellowship Hall at
7:00 pm. Presvytera Anne was our refreshment hostess. Donations
for the month went to:
Disabled Veterans
Mouth and Foot Artists
St. Jude Children’s Hospital and
The Mercy Home for Boys and Girls
May birthdays were for Presvytera Anne Zervos, Catherine Petro
and Teres Duro. We are looking forward to the Church Yassou
Festival on June 13 and 14. Please volunteer at the various booths.
They need your help.
The June meeting will be held on June 4th at the Fellowship Hall
at 7:00 pm. Hostess will be Violet Kianos. We will make plans for
our annual picnic at this meeting.
Congratulations to all those graduating from High School and
College.
There will be no July or August meetings.
Reminders: Please bring canned or perishable food items on
Sundays so that we can donate them to the West Side food Pantry
and personal care items for women and children at the home for
the abused. Remember those in Nursing Homes.
Have a great and safe summer!

Remember: “If your day is hemmed with prayer, it is less likely
to unravel..”

If you would like to advertise in the newsletter,
please contact Father George pesonally

From Retired Clergy Association

Singing from our Hearts...

Internet Ministries by Sabrina Piaschyk
The department of Youth and Young Adult ministries’ has a weekly YouTube ™ series called “Be the Bee”,
Finding God in Everything, Everyday. B the Bee is a production of the GOARCH department of Youth and
Young adult ministries and a presentation of Ancient Faith Radio. “This brief weekly video podcast will focus
on the various ways in which God has infused all of the creation with goodness and beauty. The title refers to
the metaphor of the bee and the flies that was used by Elder Paisios to describe how Christians should approach
life.” – By Steven Christoforou-,GOARCH Youth Protection/Parish Ministries Coordinator.
For more information go to: http://www.ancientfaith.com/video/bethebee - A link can be found on St. Nicholas
website homepage.

x

on YouTube: Y2AM

x

Also available on iTunes

Has the Church Lost its Young People?
By FATHER ANDREW DEM0TSES
In any adult conversation about religion, we often hear people make the comment that the church is losing its young people.
I often wonder exactly what people mean by this statement. It seems to me that people do not usually expect that it will be taken
literally, but rather intend to express the conviction that somehow the church has failed to appeal to young people.
The truth of the matter is that the church has no young people to lose. God has entrusted children to the care and nurture
of their parents, and not the church. St. Paul places the responsibility for children exactly where it belongs when he writes to the
Christians in Ephesus, “Parents, do not treat your children in such a way as to make them angry. Instead, raise them with
Christian discipline and instruction.” (6:4). Solomon, in his wisdom, advised us to “Teach a child how he should live while he is
young, and he will remember it all of his life.” (Proverbs 22:6).
It is not the responsibility of the church to decide at what hour your teen must be in. It is not the priest who tells your child
what TV program he may watch. The church does not choose the friends your children bring home and play with at school. If
you do not come to church as a family on Sunday, the best and most enthusiastic Church School teacher is of no use to your
child. No church can teach a child to pray in a meaningful way, when that child comes from a home that is barren of prayer and
faith in God.
It is not the job of church or school to give children a sense of values and moral direction. It is the job of the parents to
whom they belong. The gift of faith is not acquired in a sixty minute Church School lesson or a youth program activity. Rather it
is the result of careful nurture, living example, and faithful living on the part of concerned and devoted parents. It is true that
every day children are lost. But it is important that we place the blame for this tragedy exactly where it belongs!

The Church in the 21st Century

Yassou is less than a month away and we are spreading the word by sending out letters to fellow Orthodox Church’s in
the area, placing posters up in business, radio advertising, updating our webpage, and much more. If you would like to
help us spread the word there are a few ways you can do this.
(1) Print a Yassou poster from your home computer. Go to www.stnicholasjamestown.org and click on the Yassou
tab. Click on the links to the right- “Yassou Poster”

(2) Print Yassou brochures to hand out to your friends! Go to www.stnicholasjamestown.org and click on the
Yassou tab. Click on the links to the right- “Yassou Brochure”
(3) Like us on Facebook and share our Yassou pictures and advertisements on your page!
(4) Invite friends, family, and loved ones to like us on Facebook, twitter, and +Google

At the Yassou festival

When you are at the festival remember to #stnicholasjamestown on Instagram, facebook, and twitter. If you have video
from the festival please share it on the Church’s Youtube channel.
For our Youtube channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMXXBpDblh7cKgqtscHgpmQ You can also go to our
homepage and there is a button the right that will take you directly to our channel.

Thank you,
Sabrina Piaschyk
Dear Parishioners,
With the Yassou Church Festival quickly approaching, I would like
to inform you of some new items being incorporated to enhance
this year’s Festival as proposed at last year’s post-Festival meeting.
1.
2.
3.
4.

Double the amount of posters.
Test the sale of lamb shanks.
A Yassou Greek wine has been prepared to sell by the bottle.
A Kaffeneion to sell Greek Coffee and sweets hosted by the
Michos family.
5. A stick-on tag to all fathers which will read “I am a father” to
be handed out by a parent of our girl scouts.
6. The Orthodox religious booth from the Annunciation Church
of Buffalo, supervised by Tina Anna and Tom Getska.
And be sure to assist Mr. John Silo, Festival chairman, any way you
can presently, during and after the Festival days.
Thank you, Father George

Congratulations & Best Wishes
Many Thanks for donating all the coffee for our Festival,
Father George S. Zervos

Coffee Associates, Inc.
Importer & Roasters of Quality Coffees.
Serving: Diners - Restaurants - Food Stores

Manufacturers of Venizelos
Greek Demi-Taste Coffee
Regular & Decaffinated
178 Old River Road, Edgewater, NJ 07020
(201) 945-1060 • (212) 594-2229
Fax: (201) 945-4887

Christian Humor
A Sunday School teacher began her lesson with a question, “Boys and girls, what do we know about God?”
A hand shot up in the air. “He is an artist!” said the kindergarten boy.
“Really? How do you know?” the teacher asked.
“You know: Our Father, who does art in Heaven...”
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------A minister waited in line to have his car filled with gas just before a long holiday weekend. The attendant
worked quickly, but there were many cars ahead of him. Finally, the attendant motioned him toward a
vacant pump.
“Reverend,” said the young man, “I’m so sorry about the delay. It seems as if everyone waits until the last
minute to get ready for a long trip.”
The minister chuckled. “I know what you mean. It’s the same in my business.”
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Two well worn bills arrived at the Federal Reserve Bank to be retired - a twenty and a one. As they traveled down the conveyor
belt, they struck up a conversation. The twenty reminisced about the interesting life he had, traveling all over the country. “I’ve
been to the finest restaurants, Broadway shows, Las Vegas, Atlantic City,” he said. “I even went on a Caribbean cruise. Where
have you been?”
“Oh,” said the one dollar bill, “I’ve been to the Methodist Church, the Episcopal Church, the Lutheran Church.”
The twenty asked, “What’s a church?”
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------There is the story of a pastor who got up one Sunday and announced to his congregation, “I have good news and bad news.
The good news is, we have enough money to pay for our new gym/fellowship hall building program. The bad new is, it’s still
out there in your pockets.”

